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NEPAL — DISASTER RELIEF DINNER 

Statement by Member for Kwinana 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.54 pm]: Last night I had the honour of 
organising a disaster relief dinner for Nepal hosted by Wellard businessman Sunil Stratha at Bliss Momos Cafe 
and Restaurant in Wellard. It was a great night raising money for an important cause. I thank all those who 
helped organise the event and who attended to make this such a successful occasion. This event followed the 
successful dinner on Wednesday night at the Himalayan Nepalese Restaurant and Cafe in Maylands organised by 
the member for Maylands and attended by the shadow Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests. 
I would also like to recognise the efforts of the Nepalese community of Western Australia, which has raised 
many thousands of dollars to support the relief effort in Nepal and ease the suffering of those impacted by the 
recent earthquakes that have killed so many of their country’s men and women. In particular I would like to 
recognise the efforts of members of the leadership in the Nepalese community, including Mr Bhairab Dhakal, 
International Coordination Council member, Non-Resident Nepali Association; Mr Bishnu Devkota, president of 
the Nepalese Association of Western Australia; Mr Deepak Shakya, coordinator, Nepal earthquake relief fund, 
Western Australia; and Mr Madhu Panthi and Mr Madhav Dhungana, Nepalese Association of WA members. 
Many people in the Nepalese community have all worked very hard to help Nepal. Together they have collected 
more than $80 000 from WA and more than $450 000 Australia-wide. The WA Nepalese community is seeking 
a sponsor to help transport the tonnes of medicines, blankets, tents, and other equipment so far collected. It will 
take many years to heal the scars from these tragic events in Nepal but already the Nepalese community has 
taken huge strides in responding to this crisis. Assistance from other members of the community is still required 
and we should all contribute to make a difference at this difficult time for the Nepalese community. 
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